A Division of 
Haj^v.vZoXWnsPublishers 



10 East 53rd Street 
New York, New York 
10022-5299 
Publicity 212 207-7066 



vs HarperPaperbacks 



News 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Craig Herman 



NEW BOOK DETAILS THE MAFIA’S MOLE 
IN JFK’S ASSASSINATION 

In 1979, after a wide-ranging two-year investigation, the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations found that President John F. Kennedy had “probably been killed as the result of a 
conspiracy.” The Committee identified three individuals who had the motive, means, and the 
opportunity to exec ute the President: Gulf Coast Mafia boss, Carlos Marcello; Florida Mafia boss, 
Santos Trafficante Jr.; and the mob-influenced Teamsters Union boss, Jimmy Hoffa. However, 
the Committee was unable to determine their complicity with certainty because it lacked a 
corroborating witness to the conspiracy. 

Then in January, 1992, a witness unexpectedly came forward and corroborated the findings 
of the Assassinations Committee. He was noted criminal defense attorney, Frank Ragano, who had 
represented all three of the alleged conspirators. Ragano admitted that he was a firsthand witness to 
the plotting of the assassination by Trafficante, Marcello, and Hoffa. Now, John H. Davis, a 
widely recognized expert on the role of organized crime in the assassination of JFK and a member 
of the Board of Adv isors of the Assassination Archives and Research Center of Washington, D.C., 
has written THE KENNEDY CONTRACT: The Mafia Plot to Assassinate the 
President (HaiperPaperbacks; August 1993; $5.99), which tells the compelling story of 
Ragano’s shocking allegation, evaluates the considerable body of evidence that sustains it, and 
discusses the issue of Ragano’s credibility. 

What were the motives behind the mob’s plan to assassinate Kennedy? What gave the mob 
the assurance that the government would cover up the conspiracy, allowing them to get away with 
murder? How did key members of the Kennedy family find themselves in the position of being 
unwitting accessories to the crime? John H. Davis explores the historical context in which the 
murder first took place and offers answers to the many troubling questions that have endured for 
the thirty years since the President’s death. 
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In THE KENNEDY CONTRACT, Davis points out that the assassination of President 
Kennedy took place in the midst of two largely secret wars the Kennedy brothers were waging 
concurrently, one against organized crime, the other against Castro’s Cuba and was directly related 
to both. Davis reveals that the accession of the Kennedys to power brought a radical change in the 
relationship between the federal government and the Mafia families. Under the kennedys here 
were to be no compromises with the Mafia. It was all-out war. And after the debacle of me my of 
Figs invasion, the Kennedys mounted a massive campaign to overthrow Fidel Castro, code-namea 

Opemu^nMongoose-the ^ against ^ Mafia and Castro was the strange and sinister 

alliance with certain Mafia leaders that the CIA had forged, unbeknown to tire Kennedys for the 
purpose of assassinating C astro. The CIA’s mob allies were all major targets of Robert Kennedy 
.Carlos Marcello; Santos Tirafficante; Sam Giancana, and Johnny Roselli. Being in alliance with the 
Mafia on the one hand and going after them on the other put the Kennedy brothers in a perilous 

position Their actions were clearly seen as a double-cross by the Mafia. 

Making matters even worse was the relationship President Kennedy had entered into with 
Judith Campbell, the girlfriend of Chicago Mafia boss, Sam Giancana, and the affairs being earned 
on by both Kennedy brothers with actress Marilyn Monroe, which were being monitored by 
Jimmy Hoffa’s wireman, Bernard Spindell. According to Davis, after JFK’s assassination, Robert 
Kennedy refrained from insisting on a thorough investigation of the crime out of fear that aiming 

the probe his and his brother’s indiscretions would come to light 

By 1992 the three principal plotters of the assassination had either disappeared, died, or 

become incapacitated. There was only one person left knowledgeable of the plot: Frank Ragano. 
After he went public with his allegation in January, 1992, Ragano told the press he felt “a great 
sense of relief ’ and addecl “I’m getting something off my conscience I want the country to know 

about.” 

In THE KENNEDY CONTRACT John H. Davis has blended Frank Ragano s 
allegation with the findings of the House Select Committee and original research of his own, 
including the revelations of a credible witness who has remained silent for thirty years, to finally 
put to rest the the many unanswered questions about the assassination that conspiracy theorists, 

such as Oliver Stone in his film, JFK, have failed to answer. 
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